
 



The purpose of this prospectus is to provide you with a brief, but analytic 
overview of Story Church. As you read through the prospectus, our prayer is that 
you will not see mere numbers, but that your heart will be united to a passion.  
We will begin by illustrating the predicament and state of the North American 
church. Next, we will take you through a short journey concerning who we are 
and why. We will also provide a snap shot of the community we’re desiring to 
reach. 
We believe that we have an unmatched hunger for lostness, military members 
and families, community, and the effectual infectious spread of the gospel.  
Behind each person that we reach and disciple, a story exists—an incredible 
story about life designed with purpose, miraculous redemption stories of the 
hurting, suffering, addicted, and downtrodden individual freed by gospel 
transformation, and local communities gathered together to be sent out into the 
world.  
And so, Story Church fervently prays and invites you to join us in our God-gifted 
and obedient calling to reach the unreached.  
 

PURPOSE  



 

 



 

 

The mission and vision of STORY Church

Story Church’s mission is to actively reach and disciple the lostness within 
the military and surrounding communities of Little Creek Amphibious Base, 
Virginia. Our goal is to equip and release believers for Military as Mission 
and Business as Mission—to live out God’s story.  

Our aim is to plant a comprehensive and reproducible gospel movement among 
military installations. Story Church’s vision: Caring for the military by 
living out God’s story of life, freedom, and community. We believe that story 
is powerful——everyone has a story. Yet, God’s story is what it means to be 
truly human. Life has designed purpose. God has given man freedom through the 
gospel. And the church lives out the communal mission of God, together.  

 

Why STORY CHURCH? 

Plain and simple. Redemption. While serving in the Navy during the Gulf War, 
the lead planter of STORY CHURCH found himself on a dark and lonely journey. 
With no discipleship and without God, alcohol seized control and became his 
god. It wasn’t until years later, by God’s grace, that deliverance and 
redemption occurred. Empowered, Matt Fretwell devoted his life to the Great 
Commission. Matt’s desire is for STORY CHURCH to reach as many lonely and 
lost service members as possible——that they may see and know God’s grace and 
love.  

Life. Freedom. Community.     STORY CHURCH. 



  
 
 
 

 
 

                             Why Hampton Roads? 
 
Hampton Roads is home to the largest Naval base in the world and the 
only NATO command on U.S. soil. The region is home to one of the 
world’s largest populations of military personnel, approximately 
165,000 Department of Defense, including active duty military. The 
military currently has 64 ships homeported in the area and 36 
aircraft squadrons. They also have a variety of Navy Special Forces 
and support units. 

 

Major military units and headquarters include NATO’s Allied Command 
Transformation, U.S. Joint Forces Command, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command, the U.S. Air Force’s Air Combat Command, U.S. Marine Corps 
Forces Command, and the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command. 
Each year, roughly 14,000 military personnel retire and enter the 
private sector of the Hampton Roads area. 

STORY CHURCH seeks to initially plant near the Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story, which is the country’s premier 
installation for housing and training the nation’s Expeditionary 
Forces. The Joint Expeditionary Base is comprised of the former 
Naval Amphibious Base Little Creek and the Army Post, Fort Story. 
Together they comprise the crown jewel of America’s military bases. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Their Story 
 

“I was a believer before I went in, but someone on purpose reached 
out to me and took me off base to church, and encouraged me, and it 
made all the difference. Without the encouragement of others, I 
would have struggled, and I often felt alone.” —— John W. 
 
“When I was in the Navy, we had great Chaplains, but the successive 
administrations restricted their roles and impacts. Someone shared 
the gospel with me, and I was saved. It was a journey from darkness 
to light. The death of my 1st born son…from SIDS started me on the 
road to God’s kingdom trying to deal with my own mortality. I 
attended chapel services while in training, but drifted far away for 
several years. I would not have attended church, if I wasn’t 
invited.” — Wes M.  
 
“[I enjoyed church] especially during basic training, it was the 
best break away from the barracks every Sunday. I felt stronger 
spiritually while I served. The pressure and stress made it even 
easier to seek God. I was offered and enjoyed my time away from the 
base and especially enjoyed seeking a church that wasn’t always 
directed for service members.” —Kyle D. 
 
 “I would have been more spiritual in the Navy, but I was too young 
and misguided. Although I attended church and sang in the choir 
while growing up, it wasn't presented to me in the military 
strongly. I felt a disconnect. [If offered to go to church off 
base], I would have gone, for sure. It wasn't so much of being off 
base, a sense of freedom, maybe, but it would've been nice to belong 
to something that wasn't so rigid. Meaning, it probably would have 
been a comfort—a measure of security so to speak. Almost like being 
at home.” —Karen M. 
  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Matt and Julia Fretwell have three beautiful daughters, enjoy apple picking 
with the family, and serving together. Matt holds a doctorate in church 
planting, loves family, UNC Tarheels, dark roasted coffee, lifting weights, 
natural gospel conversations, and his yellow Labrador, Ellie. 
Julia works in healthcare administration, loves the elderly, being a mom, 
getting a good bargain, eating ethnic foods, and UVA. 

Jonathan Collier holds a Bachelors, loves spending time with his bride and 
two Labrador Retrievers, cooking, eating tacos, camping, hiking, hockey, 
deep conversations, and drinking a good cup of coffee…or 12.  
Jenna Collier is currently in graduate school. In her free time, she loves to 
find adventure in the outdoors with her husband, visiting National Parks, 
playing sports, running, knitting, and pottery. Her day always begins with 
delicious pour-over coffee crafted by her own personal barista, Jonathan. 
 


